Innovation in Ageing Research: Ageing through an environmental lens

Outline of presentation- 
How spaces and places are designed, interpreted, used and experienced by older people has an impact on their quality of life, health and identity. How we design environments that are inclusive of older people and ideal for ageing as well as convey positive images of later life is a challenge for planners, architects and policy makers amongst others. Yet to date planners and designers have done little to explicitly enhance and support the well-being of older people, with ‘age’ generally subsumed under an ‘inclusive’ design label, covering older people’s issues, mainly expressed as accessibility and mobility. This is not surprising given the lack of visibility of older people particularly in urban life.

This presentation considers the reframing of ageing under the lens of geography which it argues presents us an opportunity to convey more positive images of ageing.  
1. Looks at how ageing is portrayed through the environment
2. The barriers evident in the environment that allow negative conceptions of ageing
3. The contribution of a spatial (geographic) lens in reframing ageing theoretically, conceptually and methodologically has considerable potential for more positive images of ageing to emerge. 
4. Drawing on UK studies of the environment and ageing we explore how a spatial framework can contribute to policy and practice in designing ageing spaces in urban areas. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Innovations in Ageing and Dementia Research: Interdisciplinary approaches
Outline of presentation- 
The presentation will introduce the work of the Centre for Ageing and Dementia Research at Stirling University and discuss projects that capture our core aims of: Placing older people at the centre of research production; producing research that has policy and practice impact; and developing interdisciplinary perspectives. Projects include HAGIS (Scottish Longitudinal Study of Ageing), IRIDIS, an app for assessing the dementia friendliness of environments and developments for an intergenerational living innovation hub and village. The context for ageing research in the UK will form the backdrop for the presentation, outlining how research funding agendas have become ‘mission oriented and interdisciplinary’.


